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Door County Public Health Department News Release—

Flooding #5: Returning Home after Flooding 

Returning to Your Home after Flooding 
 

Tips from the American Red Cross http://rdcrss.org/1rJuFA6  
 
� If possible, leave children and pets with a relative or friend. If not, keep them away from hazards 
and floodwater.  
 
� Beware of rodents, snakes, insects and other animals that may be on your property or in your 
home.  
 
� Before entering your home, look outside for damaged power lines, gas lines, foundation cracks 
and other exterior damage. It may be too dangerous to enter the home.  
 
� Smell for gas. If you smell natural gas or propane, or hear a hissing noise, leave immediately 
and contact the fire department.  
 
� If your home was flooded, assume it is contaminated with mold. Mold increases health risks for 
those with asthma, allergies or other breathing conditions.  
 
� Open doors and windows. Let the house air out before staying inside for any length of time if the 
house was closed for more than 48 hours.  
 
� Turn the main electrical power and water systems off until you or a professional can ensure that 
they are safe. NEVER turn the power on or off, or use an electrical tool or appliance while standing 
in water.  
 
� Check the ceiling and floor for signs of sagging. Water may be trapped in the ceiling or floors 
may be unsafe to walk on.  
 

 Using Generators Safely  

� When using a portable generator, connect the equipment you want to power directly to the 
outlets on the generator. Do not connect a portable generator to a home's electrical system.  
 

� If you are considering getting a generator, get advice from a professional, such as an electrician. 
Make sure that the generator you purchase is rated for the power that you think you will need.  
 
Caution: Carbon Monoxide Kills  

� Never use a generator, grill, camp stove or other gasoline, propane, natural gas or charcoal-
burning devices inside a home, garage, basement, crawlspace, or any partially enclosed area. 
Locate unit away from doors, windows and vents that could allow carbon monoxide to come 
indoors.  

 

� The primary hazards to avoid when using alternate sources for electricity, heating or cooking are 
carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, electric shock and fire.  
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